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DECLARATION. 


Concerning the People Called 


QUAKERS, 


SHEWING 
What They and their Miniſters at firſt were, 
And alfo Shewing 


What many of them, and ſome of their Miniſters : 
| Now: are. 


With a Dialogue between'a Opaker” a Taylor by and 
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whoeter comes to God, muſt come to.him in his light, 417d in that be 
willingly recerves all, and in that, all recerves evertaſeing peace «nd 
Foy with him. T berefore my counſel 5 tothee, wh:ever theu art, to 
keep thy minde to that, and tn ſtay thy minde.inthat, for if thou” fit 
down under any formof Religion whatſoever, without the gurdance 
sf that, it avails thee” nothing, 45 to thy Eternal peace, or if tho' 
ſbouldſe. hear therhings exncernityg; tr kingabue of litauin declared 
30 Or g@ycarFeogetber by, the Tongne of Men and Angells, yet if 
rhoulzveſt not in obedicnceito that, it avails thee n.thing a4 to thy 

us everlaſting Peace. Therefore be it far from me, that evir [ 

{ould be a means to draw thy winds from that which i «of ſo great « 
- walue, but my anly Intent us to let thee.ſee, that amongſt this peeple, 


11 when this:Glorious light bath-appeared, and hath led them to the tak; 


ing up of the daily Croſs, :and.to fallow 'Chrijr not for loaves and 
fiſhes, but in true [elf-denial, and ſo brought them ta. be Cyriſts true 

Diſciples, and ſo ' into true M:riification, ana according to their 
meaſures into a ſtate of ſanftifycation. Yet notwithſtanaing, tbough 
many of them hadmade ſuch a larg progreſs in their Fourney, yet t0 
ſee how the old-cunning ſelfiſh ſerpent bath deceived them, and be- 
guiled them of their ſimplicity, yea, even many of them wnich are 
accounted the heads, and leaders of them, bath bronght them d- 
gain into ſelfiſhneſs, Cuvetouſneſs, and pride, and fulneſs of bread, 
Jo that thoſe things which tbe pumer. of the Lord wrought againſt, 
and cauſed them to vomit out, they with the ſow which was waſhed, 
trned-tothewallowing in the Hire, and like the doo that turns © 

bis vomit have licked them up ag att, So that now the fleſh-pets of 
Egyptare more -4 plat ca apint then the hidden Manna, yet they re- 
taine the form of that which once they had in the Power, and under 
pretence of that ,claims Lordſhip and Dominiog-over the People, the 
Heritage of God, and ſo robs Ged of his Glory, But my hearty deſire 
& for thee, thas. thou mayſt kgep thy minde. to the light of Chriſt 
Within thee, and ſtay thy mind in that, for thourh Men change, yet 
= #5 unchangable, and remains the ſame, yeſterday, to day, and 
ar ever, So poſſeſs thy ſoul in patience and wait for a true Reſtoration, 


: Farewell. 


Theſz 


Theſe following lines are to you the People called Duakers in 
Englana, to reade weigh and conſider, and todeal plain 
 Iy between God and your own Souls, and ſee whether you 
ſtand in that Innocency, in that ſimplicity, in that Inte- 
grity towards God, as you did at firſt, and whether God 
Juftifies your ways, works and a@ions as he did then, yee 


or nay. 


FRIENDS, 
B-: the way of the Lord was manifeſted, your States 


and Conditions were very ſad and miſerable as io - God- 

p © wards, living in pride, filthyneſs and all manner of un- 
cleaneſs, in Covetouſneſs, in Drunkenneſs, in Swearing, 

in Lying, in Whoredom, in hypocryſie, and difimulation, both 
profeflor and profane,* covered with thick Darkneſs, yet God 
left not himſelf without a witneſs, which did often bear witneſs 
1n you againſt your evil deeds, and often made you ſenſible, -that 
y ou did that which you oughtnot to do, but-not knowing that 
Wherewith you ihould have reliſted the 'evill, you were 
drawn into it again, and ſo by reaſon of the great darkneſs which 
was upon you, you are made ſervantsto fin, and captivated by 
the devil at his will, which cauſed many Cries and Groans from 
the ſeed of God, which lay qyjwpre.i in you. as. a, Cart with 
ſheaves; but how to come from under this bondage of corruption, 
you knew not, but lay polluted in your Bloud, wounded with 
lin and Iniquity, Thus were you brought to the brink of - the pit, 
and ſaw no way of deliverance. Then aid you cry unto the God 
of heaven, that he would make known his will and you would 
obey it, thoughit were to the loſs of ,wife and Children, lands 
and life, and all, Then'the Erernal God who cannot forget the 
* *Cries and Groans of his own ſeed, 1n his infinite love and pitt, 
of commandy light to ſhine out of darkneſs, by which you faw in 
meaſure the beauty ,of the Lord, and your: own, ilthyneſs, the 
ht of which filled you with horrourand amazement, ; and great 


weakneſs fell upon you, on your knees {mote ca 


your faces eathered palcneſs for fear of the wrath of the Lord : 
then did the Lord make choice of ſome, and ſeut them forth 1nio 
the world to declare his will and Meſſage. And, Friends, you 
know with what Meffage they came unto you, they lifted up their 
voices like Trumpetts, and declared unto you your tranſgreiuons, 
they proclaimed the mighty. and terrible day of the Lord, Wk re- 
in, he will plead with all flefh by fire and by ſword; thier mout':s 
were opened in the wifdomeiof God, to divide his word aright, 
they declared the way of liberty to the Captives, and the opcn- 
ing the priſon doors to the priſoners of hope ; but they pon: ed 
down wrath and vengeance upon the hcad of the tranſgreitor, 
which cauſed the earth to ſhake and the inhabitants thereof to 
tremble, which brought diitreſs and anguiſh upon you, and they 
cried, Oh eartb, earth, bear thewor4of th: Lord, Wo to the proad, 
and Covetous , wo to the oppreflor, wo to the whoremiongers 
and Drunkards, wo to the hypocrites, which draw near uno 
"God with their lips, but their bearts are far of ; for behold, the day 
cometh that ſhall burn a4 an Oven, and all.ths proud, and all that do 
wickedly ſhall be as ſtubble , and the day Commcth ſhall burn them up, 
ſaiththe Lord of hoſts, that it ſhall leave them neither root nor branch, 
-- Thus executing his Judgements he will beat the mountains to 
duft and make: them even with the Vallies, and he will bring 
down the lofty looks of man, and the haughtineſs of Man ſhall be 
bowed down, and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted ; and wo to 
then that lay houſe to houſe and field to field, and wo to them 
that are wiſe in their own eyes, and prudent in their own fight, 
and woto them that are might drink wine,and men of ſtrength 
t0 mingle ftrong drink, which Juſtifies the wicked for reward, 
. and takes away the Righteoufneſs of the Righteous from him : 
and wo to the liars and ſwearers, and all the workers of Iniquity, 
for God in his fury will take- vengence of them, And thus by 
his terrible Judgments he will cleanſe the land of evil doers, and 
make way tor his own Kingdome of Righteouſneſs to be eita- 


bliſhed Upon the Earth, and thoſe nations that wilt not fear 
- odrngs nim, ſhall be cut off ; ſo that as the earth had been 
ea Ww 


ith violence and abominations, and Covered with 
darkneſs 


'S, fo now it ſhall be covered with the knowledge of 
theLordas the waters covers the ſea, and that equity and righte= 
ouſneſs ſhallflowdown the ſtreets likea mighty {tream ; and now, 
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of the Lord with-it, but muit walk as it were naked and bare 
waiting for another covering. Now the proud men and wornen 
muſt forſake the lu of the eye, and the pride of life, and all 
manner of wickedneſs muſt be la1d alide , the way of tne Lord 
was ſo trait, that a man and his companions could not walk init; 
he that would walkin it, muſt walk ingle alone ; and thus be- 
ing brought to the knowledg of the everlaiting high. pricit Chrit 
Teſus, it was abomination to lend a hand to the holdjns up of the 
changeable Prieſthood ; now was righteous Judgment fet up in 
the heart, and the work of true mortification entered-Into ; now 
- the great Tradſ-nan that: had[got abundance by the gain of his 
- - Trade, could ng longer have peace in his Conſcience, but muſt 

leave it, or atleaft bring it intoa leſs compaſs, for he ſaw that 
the Trading of this world was a meer ſnare, and a trap, and an 
objeR to draw the mind from inward -peace, ſohaving food and 
rayment therewith to be.content;; Thus you were to wait for the 
Reſurection, -and Chriſt: being 1r{en;- you were not to ſet your 
minde on things below, -onthe-cearth,. but on things above, where 
.Chritis ſet on the righthand of God. Now yon were not to be 
conformable unto the- faſhions and cuſtoms of this worlll, hut 
transformed out of the world, bythe repewingsof your minde ; 
ThuSwas the wickednaſSdf rhat-nature- manifeſted, which took 
delight in the vanity oftws world, : within you, which tirred up 
ſuch a zeal m yon, that you could not endure to behold it 
without, no nor to-be- Inſtrumental in the holding of them up, 
though you mght gain never ſo much of this world ; and 
now ſuch as :fold fine lace and ribbans, : could have no 
peace 'in-their Caonſciences, but with horror -of minde, threw 
them into the fire, ſaying, they were the vain inventions 
of men; and now the Taylors muſt leave their artificial arts, 
wherewith they. pleaſed their cuſtomers, the cuſtomes of this 
world were Judged within them ; therefore they could do no 
otherwiſe but bear their Teſtimany, againſt thera, without them. 
Now they could ſeEno more fine lace nor ribbans on their clots, 
though they lo their cuſtome, fo thoſe that would have their 
fancies fulfilled, went and ſought out other workmen that would ; 
and ſo their Trades were diminithed, and had no. ſuch comings in, 
to maintain their families with , as they had before, but this 
could well be born in the Croſs of Chtit, Now the Shoomaket 


Was 


CA 


was troubled becauſe heeould not pleaſe his cuſtomers as he had: 
done tormerty, tor he could not make” ſhoos with lons toes ana 
narrow heels, nor paint them-on the ſtiches, and have peace in 
his Conſcience; therefore he mutt loſe his cuttomers and take uv 
the daily-Croſs, if he would .be: Chriſts Diſciple ; nay whe 
Tradeſman'was there but was'prejugiced in histrade one way or 
other ; nay, inthatday, what was it, that you could. not have 
given up, there was ſucha loveraiſed upinyon, that. you could 
have laid down your live$for- the: truth; and. one for another : 
Thus ftandingin-the powet'of the: Lord over ſelf.,: there was a 
ſeperation from the'world-bath within'and without; for youſaw, 
that he that loved this world; the loveof -God was. not in him , 
and you ſaw that you could'not hofdthetrvth with reſpect of per- 
ſons, nor be aeirsof two Kingdoms; therefore you were willing 
to leave this- world' and 'all/that therein" is; for ſaid you, 'tis a 
poor petiſhing! portion; therefore ttrthe heirs of this 'world, take ' 
their inheritance, for*we feek: an heir-ſhip ofa: kingdom: that 
_ thathath:no end. Here'l.bate-yow record; you werea! People- - 
zealous of good'works; herethe'oneheart S&'the one tainde!&the: - 
one ſoul appeared; herc/every otie of you in your- meaſures wit- 
neſſed a-ſancified ftate, Judging the: world inyour! lfes &icon- 
verſations, though neveriawordiſpoke;. hete'.the kingdom ap- 
peared that ftandsnot inthe word but in life; wherein all: ſerves 
one another in love; and Chrifthead over all. And now Friends, 
thoſe that God had made choice. of; aud; ſent” forth' ts tura pco-'. 
ples minds from darkneſs ro-light,: walked among'it you in- great 
humility and lowlyneſs of minde, ſhewing no example of: gtut- 
tony nor of pride, but were clothed' with 'L:ethera dublets and - 
Lethern breeches,. and very plain-ſhoos; even like the prophets 
of old, which wandered about mountains and defarts, and Caves 
of the earth, clothed in ſheepeskins and- goat-skins,- whom the 
world wasnot worthy! of ;-thus: ſtanding inthe power, in the 
Croſs, againſt ſelf, you became a. Citty fate uUPpon-Aa hill whactr 
cannot be hid ; and yourightdid fo ſhine forth to t e world, that 
by your good works, the God of heaven was glori ged thert bY 
and the loyns of your minds were {0 girded yp towards the Lord. 
that there was no room'for-a'backbiter, no room for-aflanderer.no- | 
room for an evil ſurmiſer; no room for a tale-bearer- ;' but righte- | 


| | e. and ſo thut out : | can 
ous Judgment was paſt upon that nature, and ſo 1}ut out on 


(3) 
bear you record, that in your meaſures you Were witneſſes of ti. 
very limplicity and innocency of God; Butalas! alas! this ſtate 
' of Innocency continued nor long, but there aroſe ſuch a ſpirit, as 
was amongtt the Diſciples of Chriſt, ſtriving and contending who 
ſhould be greateſt in the kingdom of God ; but Chriſt told his 
Diſciples, except they became 4s 4 little child they could not entcr 
the king dome of heaven. But many of you initead of ſinking down 
to a childs eſtate roſe up in the ſtrength of your wills and fell to 
beating your fellow ſervants; and ſo the day of the Lord came to 
be obitruced, and the -Earthly part not ſo overſhadowed with 
. Gods eternal light, as formerly it, was, whereby the o}d ſerpent 
who formerly was keptdown under Judgment took an opportu- 
nity to lift up, his head and. to whiſper. privatly in the inward 
. parts of the great Tradſman, . what dolt mean to do ? doſt not ſee 
that all things ſtand as they were? doſt not ſee the world is full of 
trading, and many getts great poſſeſhnns, and;keeps their pro- 
feflions, and goes to Meetings, andars counted honeſt men? and 
 doſt not ſee thy family grows greater, and charges comes on, 
and thou haſt wherewith to carry on thy trading and to get gain 
as well as others, and ſo that thou maieſt maintain thy familly 
like a man, for he is worſe then an Infidel that will not take care 
tor thoſe of his dwn houſhold ; now the carnal minde liked well of 
tis Counſel, and is reſolved to go more into trading, and to ſell 
fuch things as formerly it had; ſoon after he walks abroad and 
meets with one of his old cuſtomers,and greets him very lovingly, 
witha, how do:tdo ?. Iam very glad to ſee thee ; the cuſtomer 
Heing glad to ſee his old chapman ſo familiar, greets him again 
witia, how do you Sir? Iam very glad to ſee you Sir ; what is 
the matter you have been ſo ſtrange herctofore that you would 
hardly ſpeak to me when you ſaw me ? [trange ; no, no, I am 
not ſtrange, I am very glad to ſee thee, and I have a dear love for 
thee, and as much reſpect for thee as ever I- had, and will do 
thee any good I can 1thank you very kindly. Sir : I ſhall make 
Hold to come to your houſe ere long and ſee you: thou ſhalt be 
very welcome; what dot thou want ? any of ſuch and ſuch com- 
modities; what! do you now ſell ſuch goods again Sir ? yes, 
I ttinkas good as ever thou ſawet ; and I will afford thee as 
good a pennyworth as to any man : well Sir, 1t 1s probabie we 
may deal together, for I had rather you ſhould take my money 


than 


9) 

then ys ow tron. becauſe I have found ve 

your bands iormerly, but indeed heretofore 
708 h urrie( 

your ſelf ſomewhat itrange, and when 1 came R, Ts way 


had no ſuch commodities as I had occaſion for, ſo ® inp {ſhop you 


hat 1 w: - 
ced to go to other-ſhops where-it was : well, but now 1 "hs ft 


commodities, aad | think I can furniſh thee | 
well Sir; Lintend to come very ſuddenly, fort ſhall bar re” 
on for ſuch commodities: ſoon after he comes to his Ws ; a 
he invites him in, and, bids him ſet down, and gives him ax Jafs 
of wine, ſaying I amglad to ſee thee - I thank you kindl oy | 
what have you any of the commoities you ſpake ro me of. es : 
 asgood | think as ever thou ſaweſt - come let me fee ew” o 
he goeth, and ſhews him the commodities, and his cuſtomer likes 
them very well, and bids him a price for them, and ſo they agree'; 
the one having as he thought a good penny worth, the other evi 
wh, 5 
profit ſufficient ; ſo they parted, ſaying, if thou knoweit of any 
friends or acquaintanceof thine, that wants ay of theſe. goods; 
J will uſe tnem kindly ; ſoon after, this 'man meets with 
ſome of his acquantance of the ſame trade, and tels them that 
ſuch a man called a Quaker, ſells of the ſame commodities which 
he had formerly ſold, and that he had been at his ſaop, and bought 

ſome, and that which was very good,and that he had oreat choice 
ſo through this mans ihviting and others inviting, this man great- 
ly inlargeth his Trade, and the increaſe of his gain likes him ſo 
well, taat he hardly refoſes any thing, as to buying or ſelling, 
that will reach to ſuch profit as will ſatisfy his greedy minde ; fo 
now though this man was. low and little, now he begins to be 
high and great, and draws neer to the Great Ones of this world, 
_ and begins to have a correſpondence with them, and can invite 
them home to his houſe, and ſalute them with a glaſs of wine, 
- or ſome other delightfull tking of this world, and can very well 
| diſpence with them-in their gaudy apparrel , whereas before, if 
they ſhould have come to him in ſuch attire, fuch a zeal would 
aroſe in him, that he would have pronounced the wrath and ven- 
gence of God againit their wicked proud ſpirits, but now he can 
Þ:d them welcorne, andcan go to their houſes, and reccive the 
like courteſy of them ; but now, let one of his poor brethren of 
the ſame Religion come. to him, who formerly-had been. very 
familiar with him, his looks are very ſtrange, and his cartiadge 
very 


ry fair dealings at 


Ld © 


very kigh,; ſothat it \hallenter the noor mans heart, that he had 


ra ther have his abſence then: his preſence, wihich ſets the poor 
man ina ſtand. But when he conſiders the matter, he findes, that 
his Brother which was ſo zealous agauurthe falniohs and cuitomes 
of this world, is now running into. tem ag2i:), which becuracs a 
crief to his. heart, and a.burden.to his ſpirit ; ſoon after ne goes, 
in love ard tenderneſs, and tells, him of {is fault privately, that 
the way ke walks. in, is not convitent wits truth ; and that he 
now runs into thoſe things, lormerly the power of God had re- 
deemed him out of, and now. pleaſes the ſpirit of this world, for 
filth: lucres ſake; but he: anſwers him with vois nigh and lofty 
mn: A and tells him, that be. hath peaze jn what he doth, and 
tells; him, that.he ſeeks: an occaſion again Lim, and that he 
watches over him,with an;eviil eye, and tells him, that that eye 
mut be put out, and that the wiſe mans.eye is in bis head; but 
the fools.cye j$abroad; gndithat jtisberter for-him to minle his 
own conditton then;to laok aut. at..what others do; for thit wi'! 
but darken him,. and ſo;by;bis_crafty ſubtil will he gets over the 
honeſt and plain exhortation of his poor Brother, and ſends him a- 
way. with a,greaterburden then he had: before he come to him ; 
but however. this. rich man keeps his meetings dilizen:ly, and 
makes AS Apia Louth as-ever, and will take trtt':'s 
part.in words as much as ever,,and-will zell his worldly Compa- 
nions, that he tbat will be Chriſts: Diſciple, muſt tcke up his Crefs 
aud deny hjmſelf,. and follow: hiw, and that, that which reproves 
man for fin is a meaſure of Gods ſpirir, which he hath civen to c- 
very man to.profit witigl, and that there is no way to attzin Sal- 
vation, but by obeying the light within,-and4 much more he can 
ſpeak on truths behalt, but with the ſame ſpirit that other profeſ- 
ſors talks of; theirordinances of Bread and wine, and Bartiſm, 
ſo that there is nothing raiſed up unto. God, for it is Death tht 
ſpeaks, and Deata that, hears,” bur. they can- paſs over all this 
witha glaſsof wine or ſome otheridelightfull thing of this wo'ld; 
but God knows the rotteneſs of his:heart, and wel reward him 
according to-his hypocriſy. Now:the Taylor begins to confult 
within himſelf, that he hath but -a poor-lifeiin this world, and 
Tecing that ſuch a man who, had denied the f2ſhions and cu..oras 
of this world, inſfomuch that.he Couid not: fe}i any thins to ples 
the ſpirit of this world, thoughhe loſt all his trade bur now ©: 


ſecs he is otherwiſe minded, he can ſell any thing, 'whereby he 
can get money as well as ever, & yet he ſees he Keeps to Mmectings 
as much as ever, and i5 45 rhuch c:eemei among; friends: ag cer, 
and lives Sravely in tais world,and gets portions, for his Children, 
SO now tac Taylor begins to think that th- defying of ſuch thinss 
Was one in hait before taey were welladviſed what they:did, an 4 
10 tiinks he may go on in his Trade as tormcerly , to pleaſe his 
Cu.toraers alſo, tor alaſs (thinks he ): the world will: never bs 
Fonvincea by tae makingotelothes;.-or not raaking of them ;' this 
or that faſhion, ſo L raay-live in poverty'all-the idays: of. my life's 
for if I will not make then; others will; ſo herefolves to do the 
belt he can to pleaſe his Guitomers, and to regain Þis Trade again - 
So the next Gown or Garment, he makes-it very exactly, and 
pleaſcth the party that owes it very well, jiafomuch that the party 
that owes the garment, \gyes, it 1S5"made a great deal comelier 
then any you have mage heretofore; yeaz: ſaith the Taylor; t 
have heretofore much prejudiced and hindered my ſelf in my out- 
ward livelyhood, by not pleafing my Cuſtomers, but for the 
time to come Iſhall endeavour as:much as in melies to give them 
content, for I ſee, if L will not doit others will; welk, :nf it be ſo; 
that you think you-can ptcaſe-people according to: thear: minds, I 
{hall endeavour to help you to ſome Culiomers, 'if you will ac- 
ceptof it; yea, I ſhall, and thiuk my ſelf much engaged to thee 
for i:; mark that. Now, though he be fallen from the Teitimony 
ne once bare, again{t the faſhions;and Guitomes of this world,and 
13 }oyacd to the ſpiritofthis world within-himſcl, and is reſolved 
to follow and ſatisfy:the folly of #t wittout hitn, . yet neverthe- 
leſs, if yea and nay, and thee/and thou, be the pure language 
of truth, he keeps to that yet; fo by this means he SURCS his 
Tradeand encreaſethhis cuſtome , to the great Enlargment of his 
_ outward proſperity.; which likes him ſo well thathe: reſolves.to 
do.the utmot he can; to: pleaſe his cuſtomers, : and that. noting 
ſhall ſcruple him as,t0: the making of clothes, neither: Ribbans 
nor Lace, nor any faſhiog they bring 10 him, ſo that he _ wh 
bring.himſcif out ofa poor beg22rcly nate ne. Was EIEREL! yy 
fore for ConſcienceTake be could not av it, yet noW he =__ LS 
and ſwaltow very well, withqut itraining at it; and now' Ne be 
cinsto live bravely, and to flouriſh in this world, now 


ſolace biraſelf, and refreſk: himſelf alſo with a cup of. fack, cx 
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| er comfortable thing, though before it was with a cup of 
At Lareaſ or ſmall beer _ belt. Now his Dear friend and 
Brother the ſhoomaker, begins to admire to-ſee one that had 
walked with him, hand in hand, in the Patience and trivulations 
of the kingdom of God, andalſo as pilsrims in the poverty of 
this world ; and that ſuch an one as he,, who had born ſuci a lurge 
teſtimony againit this world, and againſt the faſhions and 
cuſtomes thereof, ſhould fall ; and confult-with fleih and blood, 
and become one with the ſpirit of this world, within him, an4 
#l(o to pleaſe and fatisfy the-lult thereof witnout him, and all 
for. the enjoyment of a ſhort time here ; the conſideration- of tnefe 
things; cauſeth a great grief to. ſeize- upon- his. heart, ſo that he 
can. neither reſt nor be quiet, but he muit go to his Brother 
the - Taylor, .to- inform .him- of the evill- of- his ways : Now 
when-he comes to. his Brother ; there is the. old falutation, 
taking by-the hand, and how doſt do?. oh! ſaith the ſhoomaker 
ray heart is full of griet, and I am- ſorely oppre:t ; why ? what 
ts the matter 2: Oh! thou haſt forſaken- the croſs of Chri:t, an4 
turned thy back .upon: truth, and haft forſaken the teltimony 
which thou once fo entirely-bare againit the worlds faſhions and 
cuſtoms, and haſt given up thy ſelf to pleaſe and ſatisfy the lu.t 
thereof in-making them clothes, of what faihion ſocver they brins 
to thee ; neither ſcrupleſt thou the ſetting on-of lace and ribbang 
which once I knew. thou couldit not have done, though thou hadft 
wanted bread; . therefore I warn thee to conlider what thou art a 
doing, for thou canft not ſerve God and Mammon, nor be heir of 
two kingdoms ; . Therefore return from whence thou art fallen, 
teſt God cut the off in his diſpleaſure. Well friend : thou halt 
Judged me very ra{hly : but I can bear thy words; it-is true, in 
times paſt I did ſcruple the making of clothes. and the ſetti1s on 
rTibbins and Lace, butnow 1 am otherwiſe minded, for I am in a 
doubt, whether it was ſervice to God or -no : for although the 
Scripture ſaith, be ot conformable like unto the world v1 be ye tranſ- 
formed by. the renewings of your minde ; | queſtion whether theſe 
words lignifie any thing as to the wearing of clothes or not wear- 
ing of them, either 'of this faſhion: or that, but rather unto the 
faſhions and cuſtomes of the world, that they had in their houſes 
of worſhip ; as now in the worlds worſhi p, there is faſhions and 
cugoms, as ringing of Bells, and putting off hats, «nd reading 
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and ſinging, and Baptiſm, and Bread and: wine : which things 
we are transformed from; and our mindesrenewed out of : {Gr 
n our meetings and worſhip of God, we have no ſuch faihions, 
nor Eu:toms, Hut if there comes in one to our meeting, to de- 
clare the truth, as he hath received from the Lord, it is. well : 
butif not,we wait in ſilence for the maniſetation of the ſpirit 
{o tnat in our Meetings-and worſhip of God, we bear our Teiti- 
mony againit the world and their worſhip, ways, faſhions, and 
manners, and'cuttomes,. ſo here ſtands our Feitimony, and not 
in the faſhioning of clothes, or not faſhioning of them ;- Ah !. but 
faith the Shoomaker, when friends came firit forth, they declared 
as much againſt the ſuperſluity of clothes, as-2gain.t any wicked- 
ncſs whatſoever; Yes, ſaith the Taylor, that is true, but now 
| believe they ſee little in- it, for friends now will have their 
clothes, made as neat andas faſhonable, as may be ; indeed they 
have neither ribhinsnor Lace, but as for exaCtneſs otherwiſe, L 
tell thee, ſome of them there is hardly a Taylor in the City can 
give them content ; and I tell-thee plainly, before I gave my ſelf 
up, to make peoples clothes faſhionable, I could have none of 
friends cuitome, but they would go to the world; b-fore they 
would come tome; butnow ſome'of them doth come: to me ; 
and I ara forced. to uſe more words:to give thenr content then 
L: am with: the people of the world. Yea; faith the Shooma- 
ker, I cannot deny but what thou .ſayeit in theſe things is true ; 
for. I can-ſpeak fomething by experience,- if I have no more 
cuſtome then I have from friends;L and-my famity muſt want ; for 
I ſee, they are for the pleaſingof their fancies, as well as other 

people,for they will go to the world before they will come to me ; 
yes, ſaith the Taylor,. how is the tender love,. the pity,. the ten- 
der bowellsof compaſſion which was in the beginning one to- 
wards another, fallen ? That Scripture 1s fulfilled, which ſaith, 
when Iniquity abounds the love of many will wax.cald ; Dot not ice 
how pride, covetouſneſs, fulneſs, and ſelf-love abounds among 
ſriends ; and eſpecially amongſt thoſe "which are accounted the' 
heads and chief; and if thou Joſt obſerve at Meetings, when 
Meeting is over, the rich gathers: about tne Minitter, and ſalutes 
him and one another, and ſo they go together; but there 15 little 
or.nonotice-taken of the poor, if they will have familiarity they: 


mutt have it amongſt themſelves ; and I thins I may ſpeak * oy 


ten thee and I : there is much loftineſs and priQ&520Ng friends; 
5 there iS 2109nSit any ſet of Religion Woatevcr, YES - It 15 true 
ſaitz the Stoomaker, there 15 a great alteration among friends, 
within this 18, Or 20. yearsz but wrat 1i ſome be fallen from toc 
truth, and are grown proud and loity, and holds the truth eny 
ina form witkout power ? that isnorule torus; every tub nut 
and, p00 1:15 own bottorn 2nd every own mu:t give an account 
of kisown works to God, and accordingly he will reward them ; 
for kzthatifcts his hand to tte plow, and looks back, the Lord 
kath no delight in him ; Therefore, it 1s good for vs, to be fajthfu! 
to that which God hath manyfeited unto us. Yea - ſaith the 
Taylor, that is perfect holynefs, but ſuch outward things as we 
have been ſpeaking of, takeri up by imitation and tradition, is 
nt a:ceptable unto God. Well, ſaith the Shoomaker, as [ 
Ffaid bzfore, every cxe muſt give an account to God of the things done 
ix the body, whether good.or bad; ſol leave it upon thee farewell. 
Putwwhen the Shoomaker comes home to his outward abode, he 
takes theſe things into conſideration, and concludes it to be as 
his ſriend the Taylor had told him , and that the truth was held 
with reſpect of perſons; and that if a wan could but winde him- 
ſelf into ſome Trade, or dealings in this world, ſo that he may 
live without beings burthenſome to others, and rather have to 
vive then to take, he may have ſome reſpect among friends; but 
if :e lives poorly, and be like to take or be burdenſome, to them, 
then ttere appears a, ſtrange countenance 5 which betokens a 
ſmall reliei; if everl ſhould come to want, and I ſhould make 
my complaint and tell friends, that friends forfook me, and 
wouldlct me do none of their work, why what would they ſay ? 
ſurely, there is ſomethipg in thee that is the cauſe of it ; friends 
lees ſomething 1n thee that they cannot have 1211ty with and this 
15 all the redreſs I ſhall have; and 1 fee friends can were colored 
thoos and painted, and I think itis no more evill for me to make 
tzera, then it is for thera to wear them ; and {© he ;eſoives to paint 
znd colour, and to make as faſhionable warc as ever he Gid, al- 
tough before for Conſcience ſak® he could noc nor ſuffer it vare- 
proved in others, yet now rather then he will loſe a cuiromer. be 
will draw the heel of a {hooe to the breadth of a 4. penny or 6 
Penny piece of ſilver - thus hath the foiri: of this world, begutlcd 
and cat out the fervent zeal cnd pure {roplicity of many hun cs 
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a this TO , but wnen they iro0d faithful in it,and tho powercf 
oy Lord G04 wrought in any particular perfon,zs to the bearings 
0iate HMony 4ga:nit tne world, whether it were acain(t tithe or a: 
gain:t tbe ;alte worthip of the world, cr againſt the obſervation. 
of days, or tne ſending in of arms, wherewith they flay and ſhed 
the dI99G of man, ok what. joy and rejoicins was there in tho 
general, that the 1,ord Was appearing, and rmenife{ting his ter- 
nal power, to the texting down of tne darknefs, and confuſion of 
this worid, that his own name might be exaltcd ; and when any 
one tirough temptations was weakned; AS.to their teitlinony, oh 
What care therewas to {trcngthen him,: and with what fear and: 
dread was he extorted to ſtand a faithful witneſs for God, acainit 
thewcorld, though it was to the loſs of both life and eſtate; and 
tien hc that ſtood firm ia the power, and yielded obedience ac- 
corging to.his meaſure, was then accounted as-he- was indeed, a- 
faithful friend to. God... But. iow he:that by his' wik*and craft 
can get a great houſe, and furniture according. to it, with the. 
fuilneſs of corn wine and oy], ſo.that.he can accomodate. thoſe | 
whom he pleaſe, with-the good things of this world;and keep the - 
naity ; that is, go to meetings,.and ſhut his eyes, andſee no.evill:; 
in another, he is counted the fine and faithfull. iriend, .and the- 
bleſiing is attributed unto him, . he is blelt in his basket, and. bleſt 
in his {tore,: bleit in bis going out, .bleſt in his coming in; but if. 
one lives poorly, though never ſo honeſtly, and cannat get into - 
the enjoyment of theſe tranſitory and fading things, .but ſtands mn. 
need of them, and muſt be-burthenſome- to them, then is .the- 
hard ſentence pronounced againit him, thet heis not fairlfs11 to. 
God, and that the hand of the Lord is turned againſt him, that he 
cannot proſper ; thisis the garment of love-or honour they put: 
upon him ; he is curi in his basket, and curſt in his ſtore,. curiT.in 
his £oings out, and curit in his comings4n; though they cannot- 
charse rim with any manifeſt evill, yet he 1s accounted one that. 
hath butlittle or no part in the Kingdom: of God, fo now gain a= 
mo! / tl-ra i3 counted godlineſs,but in the beginning,the cry Was, , 
the : c:7 of i his world were made rich inf, atth,, aud heirs of the REG ' 
don; 57 God, —_— Rs 
V -w friends, - conſider; one great.cauſe of this 5 bro is, 
the c -:72p le nf ſome of thoſe very perions which at: firſt declarea 
the ::-;24ltruth of Ged, though ſome of therg-God.in kis- mercy. 
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teok of the carth, in their Innocency, before this day of tryal! 
carae, of whom I queſtion not, but they are at peace with the 
Lord, yct, I ſay, it is admirable to behold, the alteration an 
change, that hath happened unto ſome of thoſe very men that at 
firſt preached, tne truth of God , whom ( as I ſaid before ) were 
Clothed with lethern dublets and lethern britches, and hats upon 
their heads, it may be ſcarce worth 124 a peice, and if they had 
a coar, or cloak, it was without lace or great buttens, or any 
tiing wherein the ſpirit of this world delighted, and their ſhoos 
drove thick with nailes, fo make them ſerviccable to travel the 
Country witha!l, to declare their meflage; and when the Lord 
s1ce them favourin the fight of any, to give them entertainment 
in o their houſes, what a dread fear and awe was upon them, 
waitins in the filence of their ſpirits, to hear what the Lord 
-would ſay to them ; and when the word of the Lord, ſoun- 
ced through their earthen veſſels, che bills were: moved, and 
the ſtony rocks guſhed out watcr, and the earth was ſhaken, and 
| the inhabitants thereof trembled, for fear of the Lord, and for fear of 
. the Glory of -þuy4 CAMajeſty, which was in meaſure maniteited in 
them - and when any was let forth to give them ſomething of the 
.. creatures to eat, and to refreſh their bodyes with, ſuperfluity of 
Meats and drinks could not be received by them, but a cup of 
eold water ; and the meaneſt of creatures , was that which they 
\ made uſe of, becauſe they knew that the delight of the tranſgreſ- 
ſing nature of man, ſtood in ſuch fading things, therefore the 
{ood in the croſs, the power that flays and mortifies that, and 
judge ir to be luſt, whereever it appeard, I ſpeak to that of 
God in you, whether itis ſo with them now, yea, or nay ; 1 
fpeak to them who hath been ear and cye-witneſſes theſe 18. or 
20. years, they can be witneſſes for thein or againſt them, I ſay, 
they are much altered every way, for ( as I ſaid before ) their 
natts ſcarce worth 124. apeice, now may be 125. or 20s. apeice, 
gliitering like a ravens fether; the lethern Dub'ctts and britches 
turned to cloth of the fineſt wooll ; their coats «nd cloaks with 
great buttons like Troopers, their ſilver Watches, with fil.cr 
Seal, car-picker and tooth-pickers in their pockets, their plain 
_ thoos drove thick with nails, are now become very neat and 1ia- 
ihonable ; their travelling on foot to preach the Gofpcl, is now 


tiarned to riding UpgR fine prancing horſes ; and when they arc 
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upon their backs, they will ſet with ſo much 5ory ide 

lofrineſs, as if they were the great aoivitiies or # ein po 
ther then meck, humble ſaints, and ſervants of the moſt 'bi h 
God : And attheir houſes of entertainment, where they uſe r 
refreſh themſelves with a cup of cold water, and the meaneſt of 
the creatures, they now have bottles of wine, and other delight- 
ful things pleaſing to the pallat; the waiting in filence in the dread 
and ſear of the Lord, is now turned to ſome new news, or ſtrange 
ſtory, telling how they overcame ſome prieſt in diſpute, or ſome 


other novelty,cither of law or phyſick;for law and phyfick is more 


practiſed by ſome of them, then the Goſpel ; taking the filver- 


Watch out of the pockett, to - ſee what time of the day itis, pick- 
ing there teeth with their ſilyer-tooth-picker ; ſo paſhng the time 


away withjollity : their women arayed in their garbs ſuitable un- 
to them, hood upon hood, ſcarf upon ſcarf, with their white ſhoos 
and black gallooſhoos, with sky-cullerd Rtockings, with other 
knacks, whuch delight and puff up the carnal minde, and make it 
think it ſelf ſome-body, nothing differing from the world, onl 

lace and ribbons and gold rings excepted. Oh wonderful! won- 
derful! if one that had been called a Quaker 20. years ago, ſhould 


have come to a meeting with ſuch a garb on, as fome of them 
wears row, What woes and Judgments, and plagues would have 
been thundred out againit them; nay, if the Prophet 1ſasah were 
alive upen the earth here in Ezglanad, I believe he would as zea- 
louſly cry againſt the pride and vanity of this people, as he did a- 
gainſt that generation among whom he lived, to wit; their criſ- 
ping-pins, their round attires like the Moon, their car-rings and 
noſe-jewells, their braſlets, and ſuch like. - But as did Jſrael of 
old, ſo doth this people cover themſelves with glorious words, 
for when 1/rael had tranſgreſt and ſinned againſt God, then they 
cryed out, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lora ; And 
extold and magnified that, and profaned the Name of him that 
was greater then the Temple, ſo many of theſe people, they are 
gone from that Innocent life of ſelf denial, which they firſt were 
in; and now they cry out che meetings of the Lords people, the mee- 
rings of the Lords people ; there is Gods worſhip ; and cxtol and 
magnyfie them, and profane the name of him that 1s greater then 
the meetings ; Ye: notwithſtanding this, they have brought tnem- 
ſclves into a way cf ad and fellowſhip, and as we 
C 


ſects and heaps of religions,” have dipided the Countrys into pro- 
vinces, Dioceſſes, and Pariſhes, and every particular place, his 
reſpeQive Ofhcers, as Arch-biſhops- Biſnops Arch-Deacons 
and* Deacons, and every Inferiour Officer, to give ſubmiſſicn 
and'obedience t9 his SIpEriours ; and the. ſ ubmiſſion:and Obedi- 
ence.of the Commonalty, to them all as their heads :, Thus by de- 
erees they get Lordihip; Maiterſhip, and Dorainion over the 
people, and brought people to a conformity of their Churct-Diſ- 
cipline by force and rigour, So now theſe people in rider to th 
managing of their government, hath divided the Countrys i bo 
LING lodhath Cobolted aide and Dexcans; and aber tne 
feriour Officers, and one.in every liberty who hath t:1e fu; + 
macy and Maſterſhip oyer the Inferiour Officers, though TR 
led by the name of a Biſhop, to whom they yield their ſub iſ k 
on and obedience ſo every one according to his-degree nd. Of. 
fice hath his place of rule, and ſeaFof Matter-ſhip, and > 
by ipture-that ah Elder ie werthy of denble betowrjvand that an 
Elder is not to be_rebuked, but entreated as a fatkerz nal they 
tcl the people, that they aretheytharhave the over-5ght of th - 
in the Lord, and that they are t:ey that live in the life =" == 
of God, and that obedicnce.to them thatlivesin- the po rn 
the obegicnce to, God, and that the: diſobedience tothe To k xs 
in the power, is as the diſobedience. to God. - Now Tn a 
Oat of hab y you all, whether this. be aprecable to ek which 
bt wowier fe mg firſty to wit, that every particular man-ſhould 
EST Fs 6p he the Ro of Chriit within himſelf , which. 
[nm to cazher x : or 
deeds toit, to OY wlothes ; Be gd Bus, 011. 00 
nay ; and ſo to be brought to live in that -"5Jih | on hog "ou 
need to ſay, Knew the. Lord , but all ro Know #11 % peg IE 
DP ST pardon her 
ut conſider, Is it not rather a means to brin2 peopt " 1 _; 
the meaſure of the immortal God within the g's hoon IG. 
their truſt in mortal man-wirhout the boſe opurgg: —_ Y 
Noſtrils and muſt die; and be ſe t them, whoſe breath 1s 1n their; 
ale, en no more. and ſo to be left in a: 


ftate w 5 
Lords oy they Md rite need to ſay one to another Know the 
Likewiſe they havethe e to come: tathe:Kknowledge of him 
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overty, and ſo to bow and bend him under them. Thus by 

els craft 2.kf ſubtilty they weaken whom they pleaſe,and by the 

yertue of their Treaſury they ſtrengthen whom they pleaſe ; and 

ſo by this means they bring people into ſubjection, and gain 
Lordſhip and dominion over them - for if any be tound faulty in 
ſuch a caſe as this, he greatly endangers his outward proſperity 
in this world ; and itis ſo with the generallity of men, that rather 
then they will loſe that ; they wall ſhut both eyes and ears ; ſo that 
they will neither hear nor ſee any thing that [hall prejudice or hin- 
der them upon that account ; but if there be any one that thall ſee 
theſe things, and take notice of them, and from the grief and ſor- 
row of his heart, ſhall ſpeak of them, then there thall be a irrange 
ſevere eye caſt upon him, and he ſhall be counted a dirty ſpirited 
fellow, and one that ſeeks to break the unity, and mu:t look to be 
ſharply ſhriven for it; and if heſhall itand ro confirm that whi.h he 
hath ſpoken to be true, then they will cry out aloud, itand off we 
are more holier then thou; then all his former weakneſſes and in- 
firmities ſhall be raked into, and the dreadful ſentence of Excom- 
munication drawn up, and read againit him in the publike mee- 
tings, toletall know, that ſuch a one hath turned his back up- 
on truth,and forſaken God and his people,and is no Communicant 
of Chriſt, therefore his Church denies him ; and hath no unity 
nor fellowſhip with him , which makes ſuch a hidious noiſe and 
ratling amongſt the people, as if it were one of the Popes Bulls. 
Now, all his friends and acquaintance of the ſame Religion, 
though never ſo neer and dear to him, muſt leave him, and mult 
have nothing to do with him, neither to buy nor ſell, nor 
to have any Communication with him, no not ſo much as to 
ſpeak a familiar word, or caſt a loving Countenance upon him, 
leaſt he be judged to be of the ſame ſpirit ; and fo be liable to the 
Tame puniſhment ; neither muit he, nor his wife, nor children, be 


buryed in the burying-place, though a joynt purchaſer with 
them, in the buying of the ground ; and ſo they make the wife and 
children to ſuffer for the fathers and husbands ſuppoſed niquity. ; 
though no manifeft evill can be laid to hischarge or proved againit 


him. Thus they have bound themſelves with a bon4 of covetouſ- 
neſs, and ſelf-intereſt, and ſets in their ſeats of Dominion, and 
rules the people by force and rigour : oh horrible,and deteitable ! 
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ſhip God there and.'tis well enough.. 
i But: 


*But ſome may object and ſay, this 152 filthy and wicked thins 
to compare our racetings to the Galf at Berhcl and Dn; for they 
were fet up by the will of.a wicked man, but our meetings w ; 
ſet up bythe will of God; and hath been upheld throu i rp 
ſufferings and bloud-ſhed - I grant, it is irue the Calves Tube 
and Dan, were ſet up by the will of a wicked man ; but wh 
tinzs, by the will of God : yet the Scripture decla wr wee 
things which were ſetup by the will of God, which w DO 
ſtrumerits/ in his worfhip.:.; but through the wond "eſſion 2 = 
reople,they became uſeleſs-and unſerviceable unto þ ; m—_ ares 
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mignt not appear ; O thog eternal God, ariſe in thy power caſe thy ſei 
of thy eA adverſaries, render them a recompence into their boſoms un- 
cover #; Loy naked and bare the. hypocrites 51 Sion, O God, da thu . 
make manifeſt thoſe which ſay, they are Fews, and are rot, but are. 
the ſinagogues of ſatan ,, O thot-righteens holy God appear in thy pow . 
er ; make known thy r1ghteous Fudgments for the cutting down of the. 
ſturdy oaks ; do thou bring aown the lofty looks of man, bridle the back- 
biting tongue, ſuffer not the lying lips to proſper ;, eAriſe, O God, ir . 
the day of thy power ; do thou ſcatter and break down and confound all. 
that is contrary to thee, that thy own ſeed, the Immortal birth which . 
thou haſt begotten, may come forthto rule and reign, inall, in righte- - 
ouſneſs, and true holyneſs, that, thou over. all, mayſt be cxaued and 
glorified, now aud for ever, T 
"Written by one whom. God. hath made known, and given- 
full fatisfaQion to me, how to obtain peace with. him, never 
more to run from hill to mountain and from mountain to hill,. but 
in the low valley grows the li:-ly, which far exceeds Selomor in all . 
his Glory ; who alſo doth certainly know, that the light within. 
which convinceth of fin, is the way, if-obeyed, Heaven to win ;., 


which many of them profeſs, for to poſſeſs, and Chriſt to be. 
their :e2d; but in the tryal tacy will finde denial, for faith without: 


works is acad.. 
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